
	Happy Holidays and A Wish For Peace 


	
A look back at YPIC in '07 
We saw many of you at YPIC '07 events & look forward to many more in '08 


Global Warming to Microfinance, from Kosovo to Sierra Leone to the European Union, the YPIC Newsletter offered info & insights 


New YPIC web centers launched for Latin American Affairs & Humanitarian Affairs 
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'Tis the season to thank all of our UNA-SNY YPIC friends for your support and commitment. Whether you celebrate Chanukah, Deepavali, Christmas, Kwanzaa, Winter Solstice, Id al Adha, Bajram, or otherwise ...we hope this season brings you happiness. 

We look forward to a busy '08 for YPIC and to seeing you very soon at one of our events.

Let's close out the year with a wish for peace for all those in troubled conditions, wherever they may be. Here's a view of some key UN and international efforts, and issues affecting many people this holiday season:

· A decade of repression and an ethnic cleansing campaign by Serbia, a long period of "limbo" - and Kosovo still has no clear resolution for its future. The UN Security Council failed to bridge disagreement between the West and Russia, and it appears the European Union will now proceed based on Martti Ahtisaari's plan for Kosovo. Thousands of supporters joined a rally at the UN in NYC on Dec 10 , calling for independence, freedom, and human rights. For more info: YPIC Newsletter article with a timeline and view of the conflicts and abysmal economic and humanitarian conditions in Kosovo today; the International Crisis Group's Dec 6 report, "Kosovo Countdown: A Blueprint for Transition" with expert analysis and recommendations.


· Speaking about the Middle East: "We all know that as we talk about peace, many people on both sides feel only the effects of ongoing conflict and deepening economic despair. Our words ring hollow in their ears. That is why one of the biggest challenges in the months ahead is to reduce the gap between our diplomatic efforts and the reality on the ground." - UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. Read more. Discover more about complexities in Gaza in the International Crisis Group's Dec 20 report "Inside Gaza: The Challenge of Clans and Families." 


· Reps from over 180 countries met in Bali, Indonesia, from Dec 3-14, for negotiations on a new international climate change agreement. You can check out reports, webcasts, and other information. Read more.


· On Dec 19, the UN Security Council called on all sides in Somalia to consolidate through peaceful means, to move towards security and peace in this long-suffering nation. Read more.


· Authorities in the troubled South-East Asian nation of Myanmar have been called upon to step up their efforts towards democratization and the full respect of human rights. Troubling developments include child rights violations, brutal crackdowns and deaths, and a stream of Myanmar refugees. Read more.


· UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon looks back on his first year as SG, and pursuing efforts including United Nations reform, climate change, human rights and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and international security. Read more.


· The 192-member UN General Assembly is working to revitalize its role, and is planning major debates. In February, the Assembly will debate climate change. In April, there will be a thematic debate on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which seek to drastically slash poverty, hunger and maternal and child mortality, and boost access to health care and education by 2015. Read more.

Warm Regards, 
United Nations Association Southern New York - Young Professionals for International Cooperation



email: ypic@unanyc.org 

web: http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypic.html
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