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Diplomatic Corner features YPIC interviews that provide diplomatic insight on a region, country, or issue. In this edition, we interview H. E. Omer Onhon, Consul General of Turkey in New York.  The Consul General keynoted YPIC’s event earlier this year: “Turkey’s European Future.”


YPIC = interviewer
CG=Consul General Omer Onhon

YPIC:  The Turkish Weekly (3 October 2005) noted that Turkish people’s approval of joining the EU declined markedly from 61.06% to 55% in 2005. What do you think are some of the concerns about entering into the EU?

CG: I would say that a majority of Turkish people support EU membership in principle. But there may be some frustration with the process. Turkey has fulfilled all of its obligations as confirmed by the EU council. Turkish people wish to be evaluated on the same criteria as past countries or as those aspiring for membership today. 

YPIC: Matthew Bryza, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Southeastern Europe and Central Asia, said that the recent publication of cartoons in a Danish newspaper and the resulting violence “severely damaged” the process of integrating Europe’s Muslim communities into mainstream European society.  What is your opinion of the violence provoked by the cartoons? 

CG: We believe in the universal right to freedom of expression. But this right should be exercised responsibly so as not to incite hatred or insult the beliefs held by any community. There are over 15 million Muslims living in Europe, many of them citizens of the countries in which they live. The Ottoman Empire, and later the republic of Turkey, have been a perfect example of where people from different faiths have lived side by side in peace for centuries. Turkey believes not in clash of civilizations but in co-existence of civilizations. 

There are radicals who resort to violence in every religion. It is wrong and dangerous to identify any one religion with violence and terrorism. Those who resort to terrorism, claiming to act on behalf of Islam, in no way represent the true religion of Islam and Muslims.

YPIC: Turkish officials reported that on March 09, 2006, a bomb set off by a suspected Kurdish suicide bomber killed two people and injured 19 in the Kurdish-dominated southeast.  It is estimated that fighting between guerrillas (in particular the Kurdistan Workers Party - or PKK -  and security forces) has killed more than 37,000 people in Turkey since 1984. This guerilla fighting can be seen as one of the primary hindrances of domestic stability in the Turkish state. What actions has the Turkish government taken to abate the violence? Is the government working to define a place for the Kurdish ethnic minority in Turkey? How?
CG: First of all, Kurds are not an ethnic minority in Turkey. Regardless, Turkish citizens of Kurdish origin enjoy the same rights as any other citizens of Turkey. The composition of the Turkish parliament is the best example of that. 

Secondly, we have to be clear in our definition. What we see in Turkey is not guerilla fighting, but acts of terror by a terror organization. The PKK has been officially recognized and declared 
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a terror organization all over the world including in the USA. PKK has killed thousands of people, including women, elderly, and babies. Mind you, most of those killed are themselves of Kurdish background. There can be no double standards in combating terrorism. International cooperation is necessary.

YPIC: Turkish public opinion was overwhelmingly against the US invasion of Iraq. Shortly before the Iraq War started, the Turkish Parliament rejected America’s request to use Turkish territory to invade Iraq from the north. Now that three years have passed, how has the Turkish opinion about the war in Iraq changed? 

CG: Turkey wants to see a democratic and transparent Iraq, at peace with its people and neighbors. Turkey is in favor of forming a broad-based government that will represent all segments of Iraqis. 

YPIC: How do you feel after three-and-a-half years at your post?

 CG: “Did my best to add some salt in the soup.”

Here are some great areas on the UN website where a few clicks of your mouse will keep you current on key issues and developments.   Be in the know!

· UN News Centre
· Take a UN Tour from Your Living Room
· Daily Media Alert – briefings, press conferences, news releases, & more.

· UN Daily Briefing – Highlights of the Spokesman’s noon briefing.

· United Nations Webcasts – 24 hour live and pre-recorded programming.

· UN Millennium Development Goals – all UN Member States have pledged to meet these goals by 2015.
· Conferences/Events, General Assembly Sessions, Special Days @ the UN, and more
United Nations Action Alerts

· Urge Bush Administration: Step Up Efforts on Darfur!

· Tell Congress: Progress Made on UN Reform!
· Act Now to Prevent New UN Arrears!
· US Engagement Needed to Build on World Summit Achievements 

· Help Support the Millennium Development Goals!
· Help Strengthen U.S. Efforts to Promote Women's Rights in Iraq and Afghanistan!
· Law of the Sea Treaty Under Assault!
UNA-USA's HERO Campaign: MONTH FOR CHANGE!

Make every coin count by helping children orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS
UNA-USA’s Adopt-A-Minefield Campaign 
In April, guests joined at the U.N. to celebrate the Night of a Thousand Dinners program to raise funds for global mine action, and to honor Secretary-General Kofi Annan for dedication to the landmine cause.  Michael Douglas, Rachael Ray, and Moby were among guests.  Read more.  




                           - Researched and Written by Sharlene Ratcliff-Korenica







What’s new at YPIC?  We recently ran two events in our popular ‘Career Series’: Careers in NGOs and Careers at the U.N.  Watch out for the next installment!  The Chinese Economy: Prospects and Potential Risks, and Return of the Grand Coalition: Angela Merkel & the 2005 Election in Germany were also well-received events.  What’s next….


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/events/ticket052006event.html" ��Register now� and get your friends to register for the Global Festival on May 20.  We are raising funds for UNA-NY to continue our programmatic efforts and to support � HYPERLINK "http://www.unausa.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=308162" �UNA-USA's HERO campaign�. Fight HIV/AIDS and be part of an unforgettable evening of food, wine, art, cabarets, silent auctions, raffles, and a talk by Dr. Joanna Rubinstein, Director, Global Health & Science Initiatives, U.N. Millennium Project.  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypic.html" ��Check out� our new YPIC web pages and resources … and point people to learn about us, attend our events, and join UNA-NY and YPIC.


Enjoy your reading.  Hope to see you May 20!


 – Kevin Jefferson, UNA-NY YPIC Chairman





















































SOS Children’s Villages (SOS Kinderdorf International) began when Hermann Gmeiner, an Austrian, opened the first SOS Children's Village in Imst, Austria, in 1949 to address the large number of orphans and homeless children after World War II.  The goal was to provide a stable environment to orphans and children who could no longer live with their parents, and to make the children contributing members of society. SOS Children’s Villages International continues to grow, with 438 children’s villages in more than 132 countries, sheltering 47,400 children from every continent. 


Elisabeth Kofler Shuman, Special Projects Director of SOS Children International, works to spread SOS’s mission and strengthen SOS’s relationship with the United Nations. Elisabeth is the SOS representative to the United Nations, where she partners with UNICEF and other children-focused NGOs to receive briefings, lobby for change, and organize missions. When the Tsunami struck South-East Asia, SOS answered the UN’s appeals for aid by opening three Sri Lankan villages to provide medical attention and help to those in need. Workers from SOS Children's Villages in India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and Thailand helped about 23,000 survivors with emergency aid - children first and foremost, as well as their families. Just weeks later, SOS began the largest reconstruction project in SOS Children's Villages history, by reconstructing 2,394 houses for 11,900 people in 15 locations, as well as new community centers for kindergartens, family support, and training.										     (Continued on page 2)



































YPIC Chairman’s Shout-Out!





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/images/bvimages/20060414_0843_ndjamena_village1.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Feature article: SOS Children’s INTERNATIONAL� Providing homes, not just shelter.  Providing a family, not just beds.














SOS has 438 children’s villages sheltering 47,400 children from every continent 


“We turn abandoned children into fortunate children. Their laughter and positive approach to life make our work worthwhile."


- Hermann Gmeiner, Founder
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While the organization’s core mission is to provide families for children, there are innumerable critical areas of concern and distress in relation to children worldwide, and SOS focuses on various missions where the need is greatest.   For example, in Northern Uganda where the 20-year civil war with rebel armies (the Lord’s Resistance Army) has and continues to leave many people displaced, SOS began in 2002 a Children-in-Conflict (Child Soldier) program in Gulu Northern Uganda. The program targets Ugandan babies and children, including former Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) child soldiers, as well as AIDS orphans. One goal is to reunite former child soldiers with their families. All the children who no longer have a family are cared for in a family setting, are provided with basic necessities, food, clothing, and shelter as well as medical and psychological aid.  SOS also helps young “returnees” (mostly girls who are abducted by the LRA and forced to be rebel soldiers’ “wives”) through a program where they learn skills that enable them to set up small businesses to support themselves and their children.  Elisabeth Kofler Shuman refers to these short-term solutions as “one of the many tiny mini victories” that SOS has achieved to ameliorate the suffering and tragedy in dire situations.  While the long-term goal of SOS is to build as many family villages as possible in areas of great need, these short-term goals provide temporary relief.


SOS strongly focuses on education as an essential tool to the development of children as contributors to society. Fundamentally, many of the world’s most valuable resources - its human resources - lack basic education.  There are 181 SOS Schools (and nine under construction) that provide education for about 91,000 pupils internationally. 89 schools are run in Africa (and also in the Middle East), 31 in Latin America, two in Europe, and 59 in Asia.  One of these schools is a college-prep Secondary School in Ghana, which serves Ghanaian students as well as SOS children from English-speaking countries from all over Africa.  Among each year’s graduates are a dozen or so SOS Children who win scholarships from colleges in the U.S. and Canada.  Elisabeth manages the SOS program that pays the costs not covered by their scholarships, and generally serves as their mentor and SOS contact. 


Elisabeth notes that one key way YPIC members can make a difference is by volunteering as a teacher.  A lasting message that Elisabeth would like to send our readers is the importance of political awareness and activity. Elisabeth chides: “The U.S. is one of two countries that has not ratified the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child”  - the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights for children. Though the U.S. signed the Convention on February 16, 1995, the treaty has never been submitted to the U.S. Senate and the U.S. has stated that it has no plans to ratify the convention. The only other country that has not ratified the convention is Somalia, which arguably is not currently a country (due to an interim government and rivaling militias).   � HYPERLINK "http://www.canadiancrc.com/UN_CRC_webpage/US_Convention.htm" ��More info�.  ��Elisabeth urges: “Be aware, be politically active, vote, and send your opinions to Condoleezza Rice.”


For more information:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/" ��http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/�


On Rights of the Child: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm" ��http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm� 


Teach-abroad � HYPERLINK "http://www.teachabroad.com/search.cfm" ��http://www.teachabroad.com/search.cfm�


Global Routes � HYPERLINK "http://www.globalroutes.org/" ��http://www.globalroutes.org/�


World Teach � HYPERLINK "http://www.worldteach.org/" ��http://www.worldteach.org� ��-By Faith-Ann Young, Editor-in-Chief









































































































































That wraps this edition of our YPIC Newsletter.


Please email us with any comments or opinions about articles: �HYPERLINK "mailto:editor@unanyc.org"��editor@unanyc.org� 





Special thanks to: Consul General H.E. Omer Onhon, Elisabeth Kofler Shuman, Liubov Gretchen, Kinear Young, & Robert L. Morier
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ABOUT UNA-NEW YORK YPIC:


UNA-NY is the highly active Manhattan chapter of UNA-USA that seeks to make the United Nations, its work, and important international issues visible to the NYC community through events, films, and discussions.  YPIC is a unique UNA forum where young professionals get engaged in international affairs, hear from influential leaders in the U.N. and other organizations, and tap into a dynamic network.














Grapes of Wrath: 


A classic whose stage has moved from America to Eastern Europe






































































































































May 20- UNA-NY YPIC Global Festival!!!!!!!!!!�Join us to raise awareness and funds to fight the global HIV/AIDS pandemic.�� HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypicevents.html" ��http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypicevents.html� 


�May 18-20 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.unausa.org/site/apps/cd/content.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=376703&event_id={1C0DAF0A-A758-491E-9A7D-CC04E9F9F25B}&content_id={7D368A63-17BC-4AD5-8D7F-E127B0B03488}&seid=" ��7th Annual UNA-USA Model United Nations Conference New York� 





May 21- AIDS Walk NY - HERO Team�� HYPERLINK "http://www.unausa.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=1556357" ��http://www.unausa.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=1556357� 





May 25- UNA-New York Annual Meeting�� HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/events/nycevents.html" ��http://www.unanyc.org/events/nycevents.html�





June 1 – UNA-NY YPIC: Looking Towards the Préval Presidency: Reading & Discussion on Haiti's Future with Journalist and Author Michael Deibert


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypicevents.html" ��http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypicevents.html�





June 8- UNA-USA Day on the Hill�� HYPERLINK "http://www.unausa.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=1568671" ��http://www.unausa.org/site/pp.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=1568671��� June 7-11- �HYPERLINK "http://www.unausa.org/site/apps/cd/content.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=376703&event_id={E00488C7-285D-45FA-8FB9-F2B3D6276875}&content_id={82B88B5D-0339-4092-8953-3D0045574F36}&seid="��UNA-USA's Annual Meeting for the Council of Chapters & Divisions, Washington, DC�


�June 25-30- �HYPERLINK "http://www.unausa.org/site/apps/cd/content.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=376703&event_id={072FA99F-FC20-4A40-94EC-7E7F8C6C527C}&content_id={AFC5AEA7-D942-4561-8622-81049F47CFBF}&seid="��Model UN Summit and Leadership Conference�


~


UNA-NY YPIC EVENTS INFORMATION


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypicevents.html" ��http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypicevents.html�























WORD ON THE STREET!


We hit the streets to find out how fellow New Yorkers feel.  They tell it like it is……


QUESTION:


What is your opinion on the newly developed UN Human Rights Council?


Lucifer, 32, Midtown: “I think it is in general a good idea to replace the previous Commission on Human Rights, but I am definitely skeptical that it will really enforce much change.”


Lee, 19: “Let’s talk about Guantanamo.”


Tahara, 23, Soho: “I work for Human Rights Watch and I think it’s great that all regions of the world will be represented. I have a lot of hope. The three pillars of the United Nations are security, development and human rights. I am excited to hear how the first meeting goes in June.  Too bad the US was one of just those four countries that voted against setting this up.”



































United Nations Association of New York’s Young Professionals For International Cooperation












































Keep on the Pulse of the United Nations





























Note on Edits!


In the January issue of this newsletter, the Medhen Social Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, was spelled incorrectly.  Apologies for any confusion.





The fundraiser�One Hundred Children. One Hundred Hearts, One Hundred Dollars


Benefiting the Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) Program of the Medhen Social Center


has been postponed until Fall 2006


Details to follow…


 For information 


contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:tonettetrillo@yahoo.com" \o "mailto:tonettetrillo@yahoo.com" �tonettetrillo@yahoo.com�






































    :: Calendar ::










































































Not yet a UNA or YPIC member?  � HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/membership/joinuna.html" ��Click here to join today�…��Welcome to UNA-NY YPIC’s quarterly newsletter jammed with features, events, and news for the internationally savvy and UN policy curious professional.  Enjoy!








Diplomatic Corner:


Interview with H.E. Omer Onhon, Consul General of Turkey in New York


March 24, 2006






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































-Interview by Faith-Ann Young, Editor-in-Chief




















SPECIAL YPIC  Event:�our


GLOBAL FESTIVAL!!!!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/events/ticket052006event.html" ��Register now��


Saturday, May 20, 2006


6:00- 10:00 p.m. 


Lighthouse International Headquarters�The Sol and Lillian Goldman Building�111 East 59th Street


Between Lexington & Park Ave.





Please join us to celebrate the many cultures around the world that are combating HIV/AIDS pandemics, while raising awareness and funds to help fight the disease.��International Food * Wine * Art * Raffle * Cultural Cabarets * Silent Auction  * Discussion


UNA and YPNYC Members: $50.00 


Non-Members: $55.00* 


Students, Non-Profit, NGOs, and UN Employees: $35.00��*Non-members can � HYPERLINK "https://www.kintera.org/site/apps/ka/rg/register.asp?c=fvKRI8MPJpF&b=473223&en=9oIGIIMjHaINJOOkE7KJJOMjF6JCKTPCKcJBLKMoEhJPJTPwHaIGIQNoHaIPK7J" �join UNA-USA� for just $25 (only $10 for students) and enjoy all other membership benefits











	In the wake of the Great Depression, John Steinbeck penned his Pulitzer Prize winning novel, The Grapes of Wrath.  He found deplorable conditions for laborers and their families who were driven by desperation to the migrant camps of Northern California, fleeing social and economic injustices that were ravaging the United States.  A similar story of struggle and economic dependency is playing out today in Moldova and Georgia, where Russia has recently banned imports of wine, citing concerns over pesticide.  





Georgia and Moldova, former Soviet states, insist they are being punished for loosening ties with Russia and seeking to join the European Union.  Moldova has called the ban on wine an “act of retribution” for pursuing the removal of Russian troops from its borders, and for Moldova’s support of efforts to prevent smuggling of drugs, arms, illegal immigrants, and counterfeit goods.   Similar to the plight of 1930’s migrant workers in California, these countries struggle for economic well-being while at the mercy of a more powerful player.  The economies of both of these former Soviet states are deeply entwined and heavily reliant on exports of wine to Russia.  Last year, Georgia exported approximately 89% of its wine to Russia; Moldova approximately 85%.   Weak industrial infrastructure and high foreign debt render Moldova and Georgia highly dependent on imports of cheap Russian natural gas.  But Russia plans to hike gas prices for both countries, as with Ukraine and Belarus.  





As these former Soviet Republics continue to work towards integration with the European Union, the growing pains of secession will remain until the appropriate infrastructure and balance of exports is rectified. 





The UNA-NY YPIC European Affairs Committee presents issues such as these to our YPIC members in events, and provides a forum for debate and discussion.  These issues not only affect an emerging region like Eastern Europe, but translate to the current role of the United Nations, the United States, and the greater whole of the European Union.  Join us as we continue to explore and discuss.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypic_committees.html" ��Committee information�  | � HYPERLINK "http://www.unanyc.org/ypic/ypicevents.html" ��Event information�





       Written by: Robert L. Morier, European Affairs Committee Member














UNA-NY


801 Second Avenue


New York, NY 10007


PHONE - 212-907-1353


FAX - 212-682-9185 


INFO - � HYPERLINK "mailto:YPIC@UNANYC.ORG" �YPIC@UNANYC.ORG�
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